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FCC Proposes Changes to Its CALM Act Rules
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On November 1, 2013 the FCC released a Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (ENPRM) seeking
comment on proposed changes to its Commercial Advertisement Loudness Mitigation (CALM) Act rules.
The FNPRM proposes minor rule changes to incorporate the Advanced Television Systems
Committee’s (ATSC) recently published A/85:2013 in the CALM Act rules.

Federal Communications Commission FCC 13-141

Before the
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

In the Matter of

Implementation of the Commercial Advertisement MB Docket No. 11-93

Loudness Mitigation (CALM) Act
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ORDER AND FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

Adopted: October 31,2013 Released: November 1, 2013

Comment Date: (30 days after date of publication in the Federal Register)
Reply Comment Date: (45 days after date of publication in the Federal Register)

The CALM Act was passed by
Congress in December of 2010. In
December of 2011, the FCC
released a Report and Order
adopting rules implementing the
CALM Act and, as mandated by
the statute, incorporated into its
rules by reference and made
mandatory the 2011 version of the
ATSC A/85 RP. The rules describe
how the television industry shall
monitor and control the loudness
level of digital TV programming.

The rules took effect on December 13, 2012 and require digital TV broadcasters, digital cable operators,
satellite TV providers and other digital MVPDs to ensure that the commercials they transmit to viewers

comply with the A/85:2011 Recommended Practice

The CALM Act mandates that the Commission’s rules incorporate by reference and make mandatory
“any successor” to the RP. On March 12, 2013, the ATSC published a successor document to its 2011
RP, A/85:2013. The Successor RP applies an updated loudness measurement algorithm based on the
ITU’s updated BS.1770 measurement algorithm, “BS.1770-3,” which employs “gating” that will exclude
very quiet or silent passages of a commercial when calculating the average loudness of that

commercial.

The FNPRM seeks comment on:

¢ A tentative conclusion by the FCC that the only substantive change raised by the Successor RP,
as it relates to the rules, is the change to the measurement algorithm to conform to BS.1770-3.
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e The costs and timing associated with upgrading

< N\ existing equipment to comply with the Successor RP. The
TSC FCC has proposed a time period of one year (from the

"SADVANCED TELEVISION ~,

S Colme release date of a Report and Order in this proceeding) to
implement any necessary equipment upgrades
ATSC Recommended Practice: e Whether there are affected parties who have

Techniques for Establishing and Maintaining ; ; ;
Audio Loudness for Digital Television purchased equipment that is not easily upgradable or for

(A/85:2013) which implementation of the Successor RP would be
significantly burdensome for some other reason.
Ehiaen 2013 e Whether small TV stations and MVPDs, as a
class, may need more time to implement the Successor
RP.

The FCC states in the FNPRM that while this proceeding is pending, the Current RP incorporated into
the rules in 2011 will continue to be mandatory until the proposed rule modifications incorporating
A/85:2013 take effect. Except that the FCC has waived this rule as necessary to permit parties the
option to follow the loudness measurement method contained in the Successor RP, rather than that in
the Current RP, prior to the rule modifications taking effect.

The docket number of this proceeding is MB 11-93. Comments are due to the FCC on December 27,
2013, and reply comments are due on January 13, 2014. More information on the FCC CALM Act
regulations is available here.

NAB Show @ Mobile World Congress — Capturing the Moment
Through Mobile and Broadcast — NAB Show will present a two-day
symposium as part of the 2014 Mobile World Congress’ mPowered
Industries media conference. The symposium, sponsored by Ericsson, will
be held 25 and 26 February 2014 in Barcelona. Leaders in mobile
communications, digital and mainstream media will explore how content
and advanced delivery options are driving entertainment experiences on
mobile devices. Click here for more details.

NAB Show @ CABSAT - The Changing Landscape of Broadcasting — ;‘W:\
NAB Shows has partnered with the Dubai World Trade Center (DWTC) to B d
produce the 2014 CABSAT Conference. Celebrating its 20™ anniversary,

CABSAT is the region’s leading annual event focusing on the broadcast, CHANNEL

satellite and media industry. The two-day conference (11 and 12 March OPP.RTUN|TY
2014) will attract attendees from the Middle East, Africa and South Asia oA M. ot R 8
who are actively engaged in the creation, management and delivery of O, e M

entertainment and news content. NﬁBSHOW
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The people, products and services that support the broadcast business.

The next issue of Radio

oficial TechCheck will he Januarv 6. 2014
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