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NTIA Releases Spectrum Reports
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and fixed wireless broadband use.

The National Telecommunications and Information Agency (NTIA) recently released two reports
detailing their efforts to make spectrum available for the commercial wireless industry: A Ten-
Year Plan and Timetable, as well as a Fast Track Evaluation identifying the 115 megahertz of
spectrum to be made available within five years. NTIA developed the reports in response to the
June 28, 2010 Presidential Memorandum that directed the NTIA and FCC to make available a
total of 500 megahertz of Federal and nonfederal spectrum over the next 10 years for mobile

A Ten-Year Plan identifies 2,200 MHz of spectrum for evaluation as candidate bands, outlines the process for
evaluating and the steps necessary to make the selected spectrum available for wireless broadband services.

The evaluation process is shown in the graphic below.

Of the 2,200 MHz of candidate spectrum:

e 28 % is allocated exclusively Federal

o 35% is allocated exclusively commercial

e 37% is shared by Federal and commercial
users.

Part of the 2,200 megahertz is 280 MHz of
commercial spectrum that the FCC recommended
in its National Broadband Plan which includes 120
MHz proposed to be taken from television
broadcasting.

In the Fast Track Evaluation report, NTIA
examined five spectrum bands for potential
reallocation within five years:

e 1675-1710 MHz,
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1755-1780 MHz,

3500-3650 MHz,
4200-4220 MHz and
4380-4400 MHz.

The report recommends that various portions of
these bands totaling 115 MHz be made available
for wireless broadband use within five years,
contingent upon the allocation of resources for
necessary reallocation activities.
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NTIA recommends reallocating 1695 — 1710 MHz, currently used for dissemination of severe weather information
and alerts via satellites operated by Commerce's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and 3550 —
3650 MHz, which would be shared with Department of Defense radar systems shipboard systems. NTIA
recommends some geographic limitations on the availability of these bands to prevent harmful interference to
government facilities in the 1695 — 1710 MHz band and to the proposed commercial services in the 3550 — 3650

MHz band.

The reports are available on NTIA’s Web page at: http://www.ntia.doc.gov/. A summary

of the reports can be found here:

http://www.ntia.doc.gov/reports/2010/SpectrumFactSheet 11152010.pdf.

TV TechCheck will not be
published on
November 29, but will
return on December 6.
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ATSC Announces Call for Papers for
Second ATSC Symposium on Next Generation Broadcast

Television
February 152011, 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.
Rancho Las Palmas, Rancho Mirage, Calif.

The Advanced Television Systems Committee (ATSC) has announced a Call for
Papers for their Second ATSC Symposium on Next Generation Broadcast Television.
This will be the second Symposium held by ATSC on new technologies that may have
application for a next generation broadcast content delivery system.

Written abstracts will be considered by a subcommittee of the ATSC Planning Team on
Next Generation Broadcast Technology. Abstracts of less than 500 words should be
submitted to Jerry Whitaker, Vice President for Standards Development at the ATSC
(jwhitaker@atsc.org). The closing date for submissions is December 24, 2010.

Nominate the Best!

NAB is currently accepting nominations for the 2011 NAB Engineering Achievement
Awards. Established in 1959, the NAB Engineering Achievement Award is presented
each year to an individual for their outstanding accomplishments in the broadcast
industry. In 1991, NAB began giving awards separately for achievements in radio and
television. The award winners will be recognized at the Technology Luncheon at NAB
2011 on April 13 in Las Vegas, Nev.

Additional information and nomination form is available at
http://www.nab.org/events/awards/entryRules.asp?id=1991. The deadline for
nominations is January 21, 2011.
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NAB Engineering Handbook
“A big thumper of an engineering
resource.. written by a list of
veritable enginesring all-stars.”
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