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October 3, 2011 

 
 

FCC Proposes Rules Requiring Captioning of Video Programming Delivered via 
the Internet 
 
On September 19, the FCC released a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) seeking comment on a number of 
proposed new rules that implement provisions of the Twenty-First Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 
2010 (CVAA) that mandates closed captioning on certain video programming delivered using Internet protocol (“IP”). As 
mandated in the CVAA the FCC has proposed rules that will require closed captioning on IP-delivered video programming 
that was published or exhibited on television with captions after the effective date of the new rules. The CVAA required the 
FCC to adopt the new rules no later than January 12, 2012.  
 
The NPRM does not delve into substantive technical matters surrounding how to create and deliver captions for IP-delivered 
programming and proposes not to specify a technical standard in the Rules. However, the NPRM generally endorses 
recommendations contained in a report issued by the Video Programming Accessibility Advisory Committee (“VPAAC”). 
See TV TechCheck from January 17, 2011. Among other things this report recommends that: 
 

 The fundamental performance objective is that regardless of how the captioned video is transmitted and decoded, 

the consumer must be given an experience that is equal to, if not better than, the experience provided as the 

content was originally aired on television. 

 

 The industry use of SMPTE 2052-1:2010 Timed Text Format (SMPTE-TT) as the standard caption-data encoding 

format for delivery of IP-captions. However the report notes that there are other technologies available.  

 
The NPRM principally seeks comment on a number of proposals such as: 
 

 Requiring video programming owners to send required caption files for IP-delivered video programming to video 

programming distributors and video programming providers along with program files; 

 

 Requiring video programming distributors and video programming providers to enable the rendering or pass through 

of all required captions to the end user; and  

 

 Procedures by which video programming providers and video programming owners may petition the Commission 

for exemptions from the new requirements based on economic burden; 

 

 Establish a mechanism to make information about video programming subject to the CVAA available to video 

programming providers and distributors, by requiring video programming owners to provide programming for IP 

delivery either with captions, or with a certification that captions are not required for a stated reason; 

 

 Not to treat a de minimis failure to comply with the new rules as a violation, and permit entities to comply with the 

new requirements by alternate means; and 

 

 Adopt procedures for complaints alleging a violation of the new requirements. 

 
The FCC also proposed the following schedule of deadlines by which: 
 

   

http://transition.fcc.gov/cgb/dro/VPAAC/First_VPAAC_Report_to_the_FCC_7-11-11_FINAL.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/National-Association-of-Broadcasters/126553857364277?ref=ts
http://www.twitter.com/nabtweets
http://www.linkedin.com/groups?home=&gid=3143969&trk=anet_ug_hm
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 All prerecorded and unedited programming subject to the new requirements must be captioned within six months of 

publication of the rules in the Federal Register;  

 

 All live and near-live programming subject to the new requirements must be captioned within 12 months of 

publication of the rules in the Federal Register; and 

 

 All prerecorded and edited programming subject to the new requirements must be captioned within 18 months of 

publication of the rules in the Federal Register. 

 
Comments on the NPRM are due to the FCC by October 18, 2011 and reply comments are due Friday, October 28, 2011. A 
copy can be found here on the FCC’s web page. 

 

Want to learn the "basics" of the organization? Want to be refreshed on the DTV 
Standard and our upcoming work? A refresher course sounds perfect for you. On 
October 13, 2011, the ATSC will host a one day ATSC Boot Camp at the Iowa Public 

Television Facilities in Johnston, Iowa. 

Registration for this event is now open – please visit the seminar website to register 
and begin planning to join us in October! 

 
61st Annual IEEE Broadcast Symposium 
Registration Open 
 
The 61st Annual IEEE Broadcast Symposium 
is being held from October 19-21, 2011 at the 
Westin Alexandria Hotel in Alexandria, Va. 
This year’s Symposium will offer attendees an 
exciting, timely, and informative three-day program with tutorials on “Connected TV” and 
HD Radio in-band/on-channel digital radio technology, followed by technical sessions on 
Radio Engineering & RF Infrastructure, Network Distribution, Mobile DTV, DTV 
Implementation, and the Future of DTV. Broadcast engineering experts from around the 
world will be presenting at the Symposium. For additional information and to register visit 
the Symposium website at http://bts.ieee.org/broadcastsymposium/. 
 

VSB Measurements Seminar plus 8VSB Specialist Certification 
Exam Review  
Friday, October 28 2011 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. (Exam Review) 
Saturday, October 29, 2011 8:30 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. (Measurements Seminar) 
KERA Studios, Dallas, Texas  
 
This updated seminar presented by Gary Sgrignoli of Meintel, Sgrignoli and Wallace will 
help you develop an understanding of the 8-VSB transmission system basics as well as 
measurement techniques. Practical test equipment information will be covered. Also 
included is new information on mobile/handheld DTV, distributed transmission and recent 
information on DTV reception. The seminar is designed for broadcasters, consultants, 
equipment manufacturers (broadcast, consumer, and test), translator/LPTV operators and 
cable operators. Friday’s special SBE 8-VSB specialist certification exam review session is 
free. If you have questions, contact Tim Schuessler, (972) 313-1333 or Gary Sgrignoli, 
(847) 259-3352.  

ADVERTISEMENTS 
 

 
 

http://transition.fcc.gov/Daily_Releases/Daily_Business/2011/db0919/FCC-11-138A1.pdf
http://www.atsc.org/cms/index.php/communications/seminars/251-atsc-boot-camp
http://bts.ieee.org/broadcastsymposium/
http://8vsbseminar.info/
mailto:tschuessler@tbn.org
mailto:Gary%20Sgrignoli%20%3cgary.sgrignoli@sbcglobal.net%3e
http://www.amwins.com/broadcasters/
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There will be no TV TechCheck on October 10.  
TV TechCheck will return on October 17.  

 
 

 

 
 
 

http://www.nabstore.com/2011-nab-show-broadcast-engineering-conference-proceedings-book2011.html

