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Spectrum Bridge Wireless Microphone Registration Process Now Available

In January, 2012, the FCC conditionally approved Spectrum Bridge, Inc., to begin operations as a TV Band Database
Administrator for limited commercial operations in Wilmington and Hanover County, N.C. While TV Band device
operations will be limited for a time to those areas of North Carolina, the Spectrum Bridge database is now available for
licensed wireless microphone and other types of registrations across the country. Since TV band device operations can
go nationwide at any time, it is recommended that broadcasters consider protecting their studios and other regularly used
wireless microphone venues by registering now with Spectrum Bridge. Registrations are free and are valid for a period of
one year. In addition, a registration made with Spectrum Bridge will protect your operations from any TVWS device, even
devices using other databases. Under the FCC rules, a registration can be made with any database administrator who will
then provide this information all other approved administrators.

Registering your studio and other locations where you regularly use wireless microphones now will also allow you time to
put into place procedures on how this will be done in the future and provide an opportunity to train station personnel, such
as newsroom and ENG staff, with the processes involved.

The following steps are recommended:

¢ Inventory all wireless microphones, IFB and other Low Power Auxiliary equipment that operates on any
frequency between 54 MHz and 698 MHz

o The operating frequency or frequencies of each device should be noted and recorded and converted to a
specific TV channel since registration is by TV channel not wireless microphone frequency. For example,
if your microphone operates on the 200 kHz channel between 502.220 to 502.240 MHz, you would
register and request protection for TV Channel 19 (500-506 MHz). If you have other equipment that
operates on the same TV channel at the same location, only one registration is required.

o Reminder: Wireless microphone operation above 698 MHz (TV channels 52 to 69) is no longer permitted.

e Determine What Channels Are Already Protected

o TV White Spaces devices cannot operate on any channel used for TV operations in the area. Although in
spectrum congested markets, broadcasters sometimes use low power auxiliary equipment that operates
on channels that are used for TV operation. There is no need to register equipment that operates on
these channels since unlicensed devices are already precluded from using these channels. IN FACT, IT
IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED THAT SUCH CHANNELS NOT BE REGISTERED.

o Under the TV white spaces rules, two TV channels are “reserved” for wireless microphone operations and
may not be used by unlicensed TV band devices. There is no need to register these channels (however,
the two reserve channels can vary within a station’s service area so make sure that the channels are
actually reserved at all locations).

e Determine Sites Where Wireless Equipment Is Used On a Regular Basis

o Registrations are based on the Site or Specific Locations where the equipment is used on a regularly
scheduled basis. Protections are valid only for the specific locations and times that are registered.

o Recommend that ALL Stations register their news or other studio locations if they use wireless
microphones or other equipment in the station or studio on a regular basis.

o Recommend that Stations also register specific sites within their licensed service area where wireless
microphones are used on a regular basis. Some examples of this include:
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= Sites used on a regular basis for weather reports (e.g., regular weather reports from a park,
beach or even outside your studio can be registered);
= Sites used on regular basis for traffic reports;
= Sites such as local courthouse or government office that are used on a regular basis for news
reports
e Special Event Registration
o If you plan to use microphones, IFBs or other equipment at a planned special event, you need to register
the event location and event times (include planned test, rehearsal times too!) and request protection on
all TV channels on which the equipment will operate. Some examples of special events include:
=  Sporting events
= Concerts
= County fairs
o Events may be a single time event or recurring events such as, Friday night concerts or football games.
o Protections are valid only for the specific locations and times that are registered.
e Registration and ENG
o There are NO specific provisions for registration of unplanned operations such as ENG in the FCC’s white
spaces rules. However, a number of Database Administrators have indicated that registrations, in
practice, will be considered and propagated to other administrators in close to real-time. Therefore,
registration may offer some protection even for unplanned ENG operations, especially in situations where
those operations may be on site for several hours.

The registration process is fairly straightforward and uses a menu-driven format. The following link, TBD, provides a step-
by-step example of how to register a wireless microphone with the Spectrum Bridge database for those who are
interested. The following are the Web address for TV Band Database registration and other contact information for
Spectrum Bridge:

Spectrum Bridge Inc.

1064 Greenwood Boulevard

Suite #200

Lake Mary, FL 32746

Toll Free: 1-866-598-7426

Fax: (407) 805-3118

Direct: (407) 792-1570

Important Reminder: Submit Your Nationwide EAS Test Results

This is an important reminder that the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) required all EAS test participants to
report their test results to the FCC no later than Tuesday, December 27, 2011. Failure to submit your test results is a
violation of FCC rules and could lead to penalties or fines.

Although the official deadline has passed, stations may still file their test results and should do so as soon as possible.

The Nationwide EAS Test was conducted to help the government assess the reliability and efficiency of the EAS
system. The results that you report to the FCC will help in these assessments.

Moreover, submitting your test results will help illustrate the broadcast industry’s commendable participation in the test. It
is vital that the government’s data collection fully reflect our participation in the test. Therefore, each and every station
should promptly submit their test results.

All nationwide EAS test results reported by radio and television stations will remain confidential.
The FCC will no longer accept the required test data electronically. For information on how to file in paper format, please

consult the FCC’s EAS Nationwide Test website. For paper filings, please make a note to mark the top of each page:
“Confidential — Not for Public Inspection.”

NAB reminds all stations to consult their station counsel in completing the report, if appropriate.
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We appreciate your taking the time to report your test results. For more information on reporting your test results, visit
NAB’s Nationwide EAS Test website or contact NAB'’s Legal and Regulatory department at (866) 682-0276 or (202) 429-
5430.

Did You Miss the Fall 2011 IEEE Broadcast Symposium? ADYIE RIS SES

Now, You Have a Second Chance! e |
The 2011 IEEE Broadcast Symposium is available for on-demand viewing. All the tutorials, NABEngInearIng Handbook
technical sessions and special keynotes were recorded and have been posted in a virtual “A big thumper of an engineering
venue that you can access on your own time and at your own pace. Topics cover DTV
implementation, RF engineering and infrastructure, measurements, network distribution,
Mobile DTV and HD Radio.

It's not just a webinar, but an engaging and interactive experience that lets participants view
both the presenter and the presentation; access bios and abstracts; download slides, papers,
and other handouts from the event; and network on line with the speakers and other
attendees. Find complete information at: http://bts.ieee.org/broadcastsymposium/virtual.
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Announcing the Newest NAB Member Benefit
e Agllity Recovery  pisaster Recovery - Space  Connectivity - Power
_ , _ _ NAB's
The next issue of Radio TechCheck will be published on

February 27. Enhanced
Broadcaster

Property
and Casualty

Insurance

Program

Comprehensive coverage
for property towers and
equipment, general liability,
crime, auto and more!

Work with agent
of your choice

Priority handling
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