










  300 New Jersey Ave., NW                      Suite 700    
  Suite 700 
  Washington, DC  20001 
    
 
                

 

November 11, 2019 

 

 

The Honorable Lindsey O. Graham 

Chairman of the Committee on the Judiciary 

United States Senate 

Washington, DC 

 

Dear Chairman Graham: 

 

On behalf of NBCUniversal, I am pleased to provide the following responses to your letter 

dated November 1, 2019. 

 

1. Is NBCUniversal willing to provide a one-year license to satellite providers for 

NBCUniversal owned shows, provided you receive market-by-market usage data from 

each satellite provider, including the total usage by long distance truckers and 

recreational vehicle owners? 

 

Response:  We commit to find a solution that would provide NBC network programming 

to subscribers during an interim period, consistent with the parameters set forth in your 

question, to transition to a free market framework and ensure that consumers do not lose 

NBC network programming while DIRECTV takes the steps necessary to provide local-

into-local coverage in all 210 markets.   

 

2. Subject to the usual terms and conditions that apply to carriage contracts, will the rate 

NBCUniversal charges for your shows be comparable to the 2018 rate set by the 

Copyright Royalty Board for the compulsory Section 119 license? 
 

Response:  Consistent with our commitment to find a solution that would provide NBC 

network programming to subscribers during an interim transition period during which 

DIRECTV will launch local-into-local service in the 12 identified markets, we would 

agree to not seek compensation in a manner inconsistent with existing rates set by the 

Copyright Royalty Board for the compulsory Section 119 license. 

 

3. Will NBCUniversal commit to supporting your affiliates as they negotiate with satellite 

providers during this one-year transition period on a carriage agreement for full local-

into-local on both satellite providers that would begin no later than January 1, 2021? 

 

Response:  Yes.  We look forward to having the local NBC affiliates carried by the 

satellite providers in all 210 markets, and we will work with the affiliates, as we do in the 

markets currently served by local-into-local carriage, to facilitate such carriage.   

 



4. For areas without local affiliates, will NBCUniversal commit to negotiating with both 

satellite providers during this one-year transition period on a carriage agreement that 

would begin no later than January 1, 2021? 

 

Response:  Yes.  We commit to working to find a solution to address the very small 

number of markets not currently served by a local NBC affiliate.   

 

5. Will NBCUniversal commit to regularly informing my Committee of your ongoing 

efforts to reach such carriage agreements? 

 

Response:  Yes.  We commit to keeping the Committee informed of our progress on these 

efforts. 

 

Please contact me if you have any questions or need additional information concerning these 

responses. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

       
 

Phil Tahtakran 

Head of Federal Government Relations 
    

 

 
 
 


